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Biomedical Ethics
SPRING 2011 Syllabus

Jeffrey M. Brown, PhD, JD
Imbrown@wustl.edu

Office Hours:
M, W: 2-4 or by appointment
Wilson Hall

Teaching Assistants:

David Winchell
dswinche(S) wustl.edu

Zach Hoskins, PhD
zhoskins@wustl.edu

Exams:

The purpose of the exams is to test basic mastery of the factual and philosophical
details of the course readings, lectures, and discussion and to apply those details in
the consideration of novel cases. Students should be able to reconstruct and
critically evaluate the central arguments in the course readings and they should be
able to identify ethically relevant aspects of ethical problem cases not explicitly
discussed in class or in the readings.

Text:

Ronald Munson: Intervention and Reflection (8th edition].
ERES

Assignments and Grading System:

Two essays, approx. 5-6 pages each:
Essay #1 due Feb 11th
Essay #2 due April 8th

Two in-class exams:
Exam #1: March 4th
Exam #2: April, 27th

Class participation/reading summaries:



Miscellaneous:

Class participation: Attendance is expected. Attendance is 90% showing up and
class reading summaries and 10% contribution to class discussion. Classes will
always balance lecture and discussion. Be respectful of one another. Students are
expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the assigned readings.
Attendance will be taken. You will receive two free absences, and then points will be
deducted from your grade for additional absences without special permission from
me (and you'll only get permission in extreme cases].

Reading summaries: You're expected to write and bring to class brief summaries
of each session's assigned readings (roughly 1/2 single space page per reading).
Note: I won't necessarily be demanding high-level, insightful commentary from
these summaries (though it's certainly welcome). The point is just to keep you
honest with doing the readings — which becomes especially relevant when the term
gets busy and it becomes tempting to start letting things slide. It's important that we
all come to class having read the assigned articles and ready to participate in the
class discussion. So these summaries just need to make it clear to me that you've
done the readings.

Late essay policy; Essays turned in late will be automatically downgraded one
letter grade for each week or part thereof that the essay is late. No permission is
needed to turn in a late essay.

Exceptions to late essay policy: I will delay the late essay policy for you but only if
(a) you contact me no later than the due date to tell me your essay will be late and to
pick a new "due date," preferably within one week, and (b) you arrange for me to
receive a written excuse from a physician, campus health service, or other relevant
campus authority (such as your college office) indicating that, during the two full
days prior to the due date you had a serious medical condition or emergency that
made it impossible for you to work on the assignment.

The following excuses will not work: ordinary colds and flu, computer or
printer problems, religious holidays, sports event participation, job interviews.
Don't wait until the last minute to start your work.

Make-up exam policy: Similar to the above. You will not be allowed to take a late
exam unless you (a) contact me no later than exam time to tell me you had a serious
illness or emergency that made it impossible to prepare for or take the exam; and
(b) you arrange for me to receive a written excuse from a physician, campus health
service, or other relevant campus authority (such as your college office) indicating
that, you were not able to take the exam; and (c) you pick a date for a make-up exam
that preferably falls within the week following the scheduled date.

Plagiarism: All work submitted under your name must be your own work.
Submitting someone else's work (whether that of a famous philosopher, a
plagiarism website, your roommate, or etc.) for credit under your name is



plagiarism, a form of cheating. Plagiarism is intellectually dishonest. It is unfair to
those of your classmates who work hard and submit only their own work for credit.
Anyone who is caught plagiarizing may receive an "F" for this course. If you find
yourself tempted to cheat, STOP and reconsider. Then come and talk to me about
your difficulties and we can try to work something out.

Grade disputes: If you think a grade you receive is unfair, don't immediately rush to
my desk after class (or to my office hour) to protest. Instead, spend at least a couple
of days reading over and considering the comments I (or the TA) gave your paper,
and if you're still convinced the grade is unfair, type up a one- to two-page request
for a reconsideration of the grade, explaining why you believe the grade was unfair
even in light of the comments I gave (or the TA). E-mail the request to me (or the
TA), and after I've read over your request, we can schedule an office visit to talk
about it. Note that there's no guarantee that I'll agree with your request and raise
your grade, and in fact if I do reread and reconsider your assignment, there's a
chance that the grade could go down rather than up.

Two cardinal sins in the class:

1) Plagiarism. I have zero tolerance on this issue. If I catch you passing off someone
else's work as your own, I will push for the strongest punishment possible.
2) Disrespecting others in the class. This class, by its nature, will involve debate
about controversial topics. Healthy disagreement is good. But even if we disagree
with another's point of view, we will be respectful of the person holding the point of
view, whether it be a fellow student or even me. Another, less obvious way to
disrespect others in the class is not to pay attention or, worse, to be a distraction
when they're talking. Whispering to your friend, even if it's about something we're
discussing, isn't compatible with also listening to whomever's talking. And since
you'd presumably want the rest of us to listen when you have something to say,
fairness dictates that you listen to others as well. For the same reason, you won't be
allowed to use Iphones, Blackberries, etc., during class. Computers are okay, but
only for taking class notes. If I (or a TA) catch you using your computer to surf the
Internet, play games online, chat with your friends, etc., you won't be allowed to
have your computer turned on in class anymore, and you will be asked to leave the
class for that day. (One good way to avoid any misunderstandings on this point is
just to take notes the old-fashioned way, with a pen and paper.)

If your conduct is considered disrespectful and disruptive in class, you will
receive a written warning. The second, time you disrupt class, you will have your
participation grade cut by 50%. The third offense, I will give you a zero for class
participation.



Jan 19: Introduction:

Autonomy and Paternalism in Health Care:

Jan 21: Paternalism- Dworkin (125)
Jan 24: Dax Cowart video, Dax Cowart and Robert Burt (134)
Jan 26: Cowart continued, Diekman (138)
Jan 28: Parental Refusals of Medical Treatment - Diekema (138), The Vegan Baby
(116) and Christian Science (123)

Truth Telling and Confidentiality:

Jan 31: On Telling Patients the Truth - Lipkin (152), Respect for Patients, Cullen and
Klien (154)
Feb 2: Confidentiality in Medicine - Siegler (161), Tarasoff (164)

Treating or Terminating Impaired Infants:

Feb 4: Against Withholding Care - Robertson (639), Baby Owens (630)
Feb 7: Infliction Lives on People - Englehardt (646), Example (638)
Feb 9: Weighing Infant Life - Weir (651)
Feb 11: Paper #1. Due bv 5:00Dm

Euthanasia:

Feb 14: Against Euthanasia - Gay-Williams (703), Callahan (706)
Feb 16: For Euthanasia - Lacks (711) and Singer (715)
Feb 18: Killing and Letting Die - Rachels (725) and Nesbit (726)
Feb 21: End of Life Decisions for Incompetent Patients - New Jersey Supreme Court
(733)

Abortion:

Feb 23: Against Abortion - Noonan (573)
Feb 25: Abortion and Rights - Thomson (576)
Feb 28: Abortion and Personhood - Warren (586)
Mar 2: Denying the Fetus its Future - Marquis (594)

March 4th: Mid-term Exam

Stem Cells:

Mar 7 Perspectives on Stem Cells - President's Council (312), Pontifical Academy
(316)
Mar 9: Perspectives on Stem Cells continued - Sandel (318)



Genetic Selection:

Mar 11 Procreative Beneficence - Savulescu (320)
Spring break: March 14-18
Mar 21: Immoral Procreation - Purdy (346)
Mar 23: Disabilities and Genetic Abortion - Kass (326)
Mar 25: Immoral Procreation again - McMahan (333)
Mar 28 Deafness and the Right to an Open Future ~ Davis, 337

Cloning:

Mar 30: The Wisdom of Repugnance - Kass (438), TBA
Apr 1: The Ethics of Human Reproductive Cloning, Strong (443), TBA

Paying For Health Care:

Apr 4: Justice and Health Care - Buchanan (525) and Reinhardt (530)
Apr 6: Medicine and Markets - Krugman (533) and Custer, et al, (534)
ADr 8: Paper #2. due bv 5:00om

Scare Medical Resources:

Apr 11 Appel (475), Sade (477) and Cohen (479)
Apr 13: The Allocation of Exotic Medical Treatment - Rescher (482)
Apr 15: The Prostitute, The Playboy and the Poet - Annas (500)

Human Enhancement:

Apr 18: Bigger, Stronger, Faster
Apr 20: Bigger, Stronger, Faster, continued
Apr 22: The Case Against Perfection (Sandel) - eres
Apr 25: Enhancements are a Moral Obligation (Harris) - eres
Apr 27: Exam #2


